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Effective March 1, 2025, the new surgical assist fee item 13197 has been added to 
the MSC Payment Schedule. In addition, the fee notes for all the listed surgical assist 
fees have been amended; the revised descriptions are now the following: 
 
 

Surgical Assistance - surgical assist code based on total 
operative fee(s) for procedure(s): 

00195 - less than $317.00 inclusive $147.95 
00196 - $317.01 to $529.00 inclusive $209.92 
00197 - $529.01 to $869.00 inclusive $309.31 
P13197 - greater than $869.00 $450.00 
00198 Time, after 3 hours of continuous surgical assistance for 

one patient, each 15 minutes or fraction thereof $34.10 
 

Notes: 
i) Surgical assist fees are based on the total operative 

fee(s) for the associated surgical procedure(s). Surgical 
fee modifiers such as BMI modifiers or age modifiers 
are excluded from the calculation for total operative 
fee(s). 

ii) When a physician provides surgical assistance for two 
surgeries at different operative sites under one 
anesthetic, they may charge a separate surgical 
assistance fee for each surgery. This applies whether 
the two surgeries were performed by the same surgeon 
or by different surgeons. This does not apply to bilateral 
procedures, procedures within the same body cavity, or 
procedures on the same limb. 



iii) Visit fees are not payable to the same physician on 
the same day as surgical assistance fees, unless each 
service is performed at a distinct/separate time. 
When this occurs, start and end times must be noted on 
each billing claim. 

iv) When a surgical assistant is required for minor surgery, 
a detailed explanation of the need for the surgical 
assistant is required in the claim note record. 
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